", NIGERIA NATURAL MEDICINE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

(FEDERAL MINISTRY OF INNOVATION, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY) i"
9, Kofo Abayomi Street, Victoria Island, Lagos. 5

ilildd
~——_—

THEDRWN
OFA




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The Management and Staff of the Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency (NNMDA), are deeply indebted to
the Federal Government of Nigeria under the able Leadership of President Bola Ahmed Tinubu. for his wonderful
support and encouragement towards the Development and Promotion of our Indigenous/Traditional Medicine.

We wish to acknowledge with lots of gratitude. the contributions of all Honourable Ministers of Innovation, Science
and Technology who were at the helm of affairs since the creation of this Agency. Late Major General Sam Momah
(1995-1999), Chief Ebitimi Banigo (1999-2000), Mrs. Pauline Kedem Tallen (1999-2003), Prof. Turner Isoun (2000-
2007), Chief Mrs. Grace Ekpiwhre (2007-2008), Late Dr. Hassan Bako Zaku (2008-2010), Prof. Ita Okon Bassey
(2011-2013), Late Dr. Ogbonnaya Onu (2015-2022), Dr. Olorunimbe Mamora (2022-2023), Henry Ikechukwu Ikoh
(2022-2023). Chief Uche Geoffrey Nnaji (2023 Till Date). and the Permanent Secretaries: Rtd. Major General oluyemi
Joseph Bajowa (1997-1999) Dr. Mrs. Ajoritsedere Awosika (2010-2013), Ambassador Mrs. Winifred Oyo -1ta (2014),
Dr. Mrs. Amina Muhammed Bello Shamaki (2015-2018), Mr. Bitrus Bako Nabasu (2019), Mrs. Monilola Udoh
(2020-2022), Mrs. Esuabana Nko-Asanye (2023 Till Date), for all their supports, and interest in NNMDA and the
development of our Indigenous/Traditional Medicine.

Our gratitude goes to the former Director Generals/Chief Executives who contributed in one way or the other to the
development of this Agency: Late Prof. Oluyemi Akinadewo, Dr. (Mrs.) Koripamo Agary. Mr. Tamunoibuomi
Franklin Okujagu, and Dr. Samuel Etatuvie.

It is important for us to acknowledge the efforts of the following people whom we interviewed during the course of
writing this book and whose responses were very useful. They are; Mr. Adedoyin Abraham Olayemi, Barrister Fashina
Fatai Olatunde. Mr. Ajaegbu Henry ., Barrister Ani Stella , Mr. Ojo Omotayo Nelson . Dr. Fawehinmi Akinlolu
Bankole, Mr. Effa Michael Okang , Mrs. Akande Julie Olajumoke , Ms. Abdullahi Munirat . Mr. Chubuikem Anoruo-
Dibia, Dr. Orgah Emmanuel Adikwu. Mr. Luke Ifreke Michael, Mrs. Effa Ayisat Bola . Mr. Ihekorom Chinedu , Mr.
Samuel [topa , Mr.Oguntoyinbo Abel. Mr. Oluwatunmise Amos, Dr. Chidebe Ifeoma , Dr. Eneojo Ogwu, Mr. Udoh
Aniefiok , Ms Obinna Chidinma , Pharmacist. Sule Bibinu, Dr. Ahonsi Cyril, Mr. Ude Chidi , Mr. Adegbola Solomon
Adewale, Mr. Odeyem Bamidele 1 and Mr. Onyejelem Jude .

The Staff of Library/ICT of the Department: Mrs. Ukoha Janet. Dr. Oyovwevotu Luke , Mr. Obasi Eze . Mr.
Adeyemo Peter , Mr. Ofoegbu Ifeanyi . Mrs. Onuorah Chisom, and the Public Relations Unit Staff; Manasseh Aima
Gold, Abdallah Rabi, are appreciated for their contributions towards the publication of this book. Similarly, we
acknowledge the contributions of Staff of the Department of Research Policy, and Innovation Planning: Mr. Lawal
Hassan Olasunkanmi, Pharmacist Okoye Veronica Ngozika, Pharmacist Danjuma Nanbol, Mr. Etiemonu Obukohwo ,
and Engineer Oyefeso Akinyemi Olumuyiwa, in achieving this project.

Our appreciation goes to all Staff of the Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency for creating cordial
working environment which enhanced the production of this book.

Finally, we are very much grateful and indebted to our Director General/Chief Executive Officer, Prof. Martins
Ochubiojo Emeje Martins (PhD, FAAS) for his useful suggestions, discussions, critical review and guidance in the
course of producing this book.

RESEARCH POLICY AND
INNOVATION PLANNING (RPIP)
DEPARTMENT



CONTENTS

Acknowledgement

Preface

Chapter One: Introduction

Chapter Two: NNMDA Advocacy and Publicity towards Promotion of Nigeria
Indigenous/Traditional Medicine and Its Practice from May 2023
to May 2025

Chapter Three: Organizational Restructuring

Chapter Four: Linkages and Collaborations

Chapter Five: Research and Development

Chapter Six: ~ Conclusion

Chapter Seven: Epilogue



PREFACE

The Federal Government of Nigeria in a visionary initiative established the NNMDA through an Act of
Nigerian Parliament in 1997, with the mandate to teach, research, develop, document, conserve, preserve
and promote Nigeria's natural medicine (Indigenous/Traditional) healthcare systems, medication and non-
medication healing arts, science, technologies, and bio resources; into an integral National Healthcare
Delivery System of the Country.

Since her establishment, the Agency has had a number of Chief Executives who worked in actualizing the
mandates of NNMDA. Nonetheless this book tries to X-ray the growth of NNMDA under the leadership
with focus on the era of May, 2023-May 2025; where phenomenal successes were being achieved as Prof.
Martins Emeje being the Director General/ Chief Executive Officer.

It is hoped that this Book will also serve as a form of advocacy for the Public to look at possible areas of
collaboration with the Agency, in harnessing the development and utilization of Nigeria's vast herbal
medicinal plant and animal resources as ingredients to our National Healthcare Delivery System.
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INTRODUCTION



1.0 BACKGROUND

The Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency (NNMDA) was established in 1997 via the
recommendation of the Nigeria Academy of Science (NAS) and this was ratified under the 1980 Science
and Technology Act by a Ministerial Order on 3rd May, 1999 (National Science and Technology, Nigeria
Natural Medicine Development Agency Order 1997). The Order was predicated on the authorization of a
National Science and Technology Act of 1980, by which provision in Section 1, the Honorable Minister is
empowered to establish research institutes, where the indigenous raw materials and knowledge exist.

The Agency was established to enable Government through the Federal Ministry of Science and
Technology pursue and actualize the critical and strategic mandate to research, develop, document,
preserve and promote the nation's natural medicine — traditional healthcare systems, indigenous
medication and non-medication healing arts, science and technologies and assist its integration into the
national healthcare delivery system, as well as assist contribute to improved healthcare delivery, job and
wealth creation and national socio-economic growth and development.

Two years after its establishment, the Federal Government set up a Presidential Advisory Committee to
review the Agencies and Parastatals of government. This Committee noted and re-affirmed the importance
of the Agency and it's 1999 Report of the Presidential Policy Advisory Committee (The Danjuma Report)
of the Federal Government in its view and comments noted inter alia that “The Nigeria Natural Medicine
Development Agency, a Parastatal under the Federal Ministry of Science and Technology which is
responsible for the promotion and development of indigenous medicine would be adequately funded to
enable it step up its research and development efforts”.

In 2006, a draft Bill was developed and passed through series of reviews and processing by the Agency, and
the Ministry. It was finally reviewed by the Federal Ministry of Justice, before the final copy was forwarded
to the Ministry of Science and Technology vide a letter dated June 19,2006, Ref. Bill 283/75. It was thirteen
(13) years later, 2019, that the 9" Assembly formally passed the Agency's bill which was subsequently
assented to by the President into Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency (Establishment Act), Act
No250f2019.

The Agency is now an internationally recognized centre for research, development and promotion of the
Nigeria's indigenous Medicine. The Agency also has the mission to facilitate active national and
international cooperative and collaborative research and development, documentation and promotion
efforts for Nigeria's Natural Medicine endowments and also engender the utilization of science, technology
and innovation for the development and production of safe, efficacious, standardized traditional therapies
extracts and drugs

The First Director General/Chief Executive was the Late Prof. Oluyemi Akinadewo, 1997-2002. This was followed
by Dr. Koripamo Agary, 2002 — 2006, Mr. Tamunoibuomi Franklin Okujagu, Director General/Chief Executive in
acting position before being confirmed as the substantive Director General/Chief Executive in 2007, the position he
occupied for another eight (8) years from 2007-2014. After Okujagu, Dr. Sam Oghene Etatuvie acted as Director
General/Chief Executive from 2014-2015 and was confirmed in 2015 as full Director General/Chief Executive and
he was in charge for Eight (8) years from 2015-2023. The current Director General/Chief Executive Officer is Prof.
Martins Ochubiojo Emeje, he assumed duty on the 9" of May, 2023.
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President Buhari Appoints Prof. Emeje as NNMDA DG
By

Temitope Obayendo

17/05/2023

President Muhammadu Buhari has
appointed Prof. Martins Emeje, as the
new Director General/ Chief Executive
Officer (DG/CEO) of the Nigeria Natural
Medicine Development Agency
(NNMDA).

The appointment, which is for an initial
. period of 4 years, takes effect from 9
May, 2023.

In the appointment letter sent to
Pharmanewsonline, it was stated that the
office is backed up by the NNMDA ACT
2019.

It reads in part “I have the pleasure to
convey the approval of Mr. President,
Minister of State for Science, Technology and Commander -in-Chief of the Armed

Innovation, Chief Henry Tkechukwu Ikoh, Forces of Federal Republic of Nigeria of
presenting the appointment letter to Prof. Martins Emeje. your appointment as Director

General/Chief Executive Officer (DG/CEO) of the Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency
(NNMDA) for an initial period of 4 Years with effect from 9th May 2023".

“The appointment is governed by the NNMDA (Establishment) Act 2019 read together with the Conditions
of Service for Federal Research and Development Agencies, Institutes and Colleges (2019) and other Terms
and Conditions of Service obtainable in Parastatals/Agencies under the supervision of the Federal Ministry
of Science, Technology and Innovation™.

Prior to his appointment, Prof. Emeje. a seasoned teacher, scientist and pharmacist was the pioneer Vice-
Chancellor of the European University of Nigeria, Abuja.

Emeje is a distinguished Professor of Drug Delivery and Nano medicine, at the National Institute for
Pharmaceutical Research & Development (NIPRD). A holder of Bachelor of Pharmacy with distinction
from ABU Zaria, Master of Pharmacy and PhD from the University of Nigeria, where he received the best
PhD award, and was enlisted in UNN “Faces of Research Vi”.

He began his career at the primary school level about 3 decades ago. He was hired as a Junior Research
Fellow in the department of Pharmaceutical Technology and Raw Materials Development, National



Institute for Pharmaceutical Research & Development (NIPRD), where he rose to the rank of Research
Professor within 10 years.

For over fifteen (15) years, Emeje focused on creating an understanding of the molecular behavior of
polymeric materials and the compaction properties of pharmaceutical powders, excipients and active
pharmaceutical ingredients including the physico-chemical properties of drug formulations using these
substances.

Having conducted several research projects in herbal pharmacotherapy, herbal formulation, compaction
characteristics of pharmaceutical powders, and excipient characterisation, his expertise are on the
development of solid oral dose formulations for immediate- and sustained- release applications and the
physical properties of polymer-polymer and polymer-drug interactions.

The outcome of his research made him discover wide array of naturally occurring raw materials that could be
harnessed as excipients suitable as carriers in drug delivery and the outcome further generated his interest in
pharmaceutical Nanotechnology and Nanomedicine. In this respect, he undertook an extensive molecular
solid-state characterization and application of natural polymers in Nanomedicine for the targeted delivery of
challenging conventional drugs and insoluble bioactive agents. He has the patent for the first Starch-
engineered Nanodrug Delivery System in Nigeria.

Prof. Emeje was the principal investigator of a foreign grant ($11.6M) for the development of anti-malaria,
diabetes and tuberculosis drugs from Nigerian medicinal plants and the establishment of the first Nano
medicine centre in Nigeria. His work on phytomedicines has so far resulted in three major products listed by
NAFDAC and available in the market. Also, his work in the application of nanotechnology in drug delivery
won World Health Organization (WHO) innovation award in Addis Ababa.

He was one of the eight (8) finalists and the only Nigerian whose innovation for the advancement in health
was selected by Emory University — facilitated consortium. He was part of an international team of scientists
from 23 countries who won a European grant on developing natural products for use in combating
antimicrobial resistance. His team also won a WHO grant for developing a novel product from Nigeria's
natural resources for the management of sickle cell disease.

The erudite researcher also developed NiprimunePlus™ listed by NAFDAC for the management of COVID-
19 symptoms just seven months following the outbreak. In April 2021, Martins was appointed by WHO as a
member of the world health body's Expert Committee for development of Target Product Profiles (TPP). He
won the highest M&B-sponsored professional award in Pharmacy in November 2021.

He is enlisted in the World Who is Who and the International Biographic Congress, London. He is listed
among the 2000 outstanding scientists of the 21st century. Prof. Emeje is a Board member of the first private
medical university; Institute of Medical Sciences Africa; a medical university devoted to the postgraduate
training of medical and health professionals. He is a fellow of the Institute of Corporate Administration of
Nigeria.

Prof. Emeje is a recipient of many fellowships, awards and grants all over the world including the prestigious
Raman Fellowship; Research Scholar, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research
(JNCASR), Bangalore and the Centre for Co-operation in Science & Technology among Developing
Societies (CCSTDS); International Scholar, Poona College of Pharmacy and other.

He is a member of many national/international organisations such as the British Society for Antimicrobial
Chemotherapy (BSAC), American Chemical Society (ACS), American Society for Tropical Medicine and
Hygiene (ASTMH), Society of Ethnobiology (SoE), West African Health Research Network
(WANNPRESS) among others.
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Medicine: Emeje Emerges NNMDA's DG
Written by Royal Ibeh

Professor Martins Emeje has emerged as the new Director General/Chief Executive
| Officer of the Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency (NNMDA).

Before Emeje joined NNMDA, he was the Head, Ultra-Modern Biology/Chemistry
Laboratory in National Institute of Pharmaceutical Research and Development
(NIPRD), Abuja.

Emeje is a distinguished Professor of Drug Delivery and Nanomedicine. He
obtained his BPharm with distinction from Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria, and an MPharm and Ph.D.
from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka (UNN), where he received the best Ph.D. award and was enlisted
as UNN's “Face of Research”.

He established the first Nanomedicine Centre in Nigeria and was the pioneer head of the intellectual

property and technology transfer as well as the WIPO's technology innovation and support center (TISC).
Prof. Emeje has several international fellowships including the prestigious Raman fellowship.

He has published more than one hundred and fifty (150) articles and patents. He is also the Head of R&D at
NIPRD and holds a visiting professor position at Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Nigeria.

He has a postgraduate certificate in Project Management from Walden University, Minnesota, as well as a

professional teaching certificate, and a World Bank Certification in Public Procurement.

Prof. Emeje was a national chairman of Academic Pharmacists in Nigeria and the 2021 winner of the May

& Baker Nigeria Plc.—sponsored prize for professional service in research and innovation.

During his brief speech to ecstatic staff members of NNMDA, he emphasized how much he believes and

will prioritize staff welfare and human capacity development.

“I prefer to have qualified, skilled, motivated staff and not have buildings and equipment, than to have

buildings and equipment and have unskilled staff, “he reiterated.

His Word at the beginning;
“At NNMDA, we commit to using our knowledge and expertise to develop Nigeria's Indigenous Medicines
foramore sustainable and security assured healthcare delivery system. We are open to collaboration and



partnerships with any and everyvone who believes in our course and/or averse to modern slavery and
colonialism through weaponization of geographical residences and/or economic imbalances fueled by
ignorance. We do not have any iota of doubt in our ability to get the job done; NNMDA staff are Nigerians
who believe in Nigeria, and are not apologetic about it. Join us now or watch us take our country to the
level you never dreamed was possible. Now is the time!”

Source: Facebook@NNMDAFMST

Professor Martins Emeje resumed at NNMDA Headquarters Office, Abuja as the 5" Director General /
Chief Executive Officer, Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency, after his Predecessor, Dr. Sam
Oghene Etatuvie retired on the 8" of May, 2023. Exactly on the 17" of May 2023, Prof. Martins Emeje
travelled down from Abuja to resumed duty at the NNMDA Laboratory Headquarters located at No 9,
Kofo Abayomi Street, Victoria I[sland, Lagos. On his arrival, he was highly welcomed by the Management
and Staff of NNMDA including the outgoing Director General / Chief Executive, Dr. Sam Etatuvie. He
thereafter had a tour of the facilities and the NNMDA Infrastructures which include; Laboratory,
Herbarium, PDU, Library, College and Non-Medication/Massage Centre, after which a Staff meeting was
held in his honour.

Figure 1: From Lefi: Mr. Adedoyin, Dr. Etatuvie, Figure 2: Facility Tour of the DG/CE, to the

Board Chairman, Hon. Victor Tera-Patrick and NNMDA Laboratory Complex,
Prof. Martins Emeje on his first day of resumption 9, Kofo Abayomi Street, Victoria, Lagos
in Abuja Office.
7 — — _—
pe— e —-4-=h- ~ . ]
t'l-=- T

h N
Figure 3: Former DG/CE (Dr. Sam Etatuvie) introducing the Figure 4: Prof. Emeje inspecting one of the analytical
Research Staff to Prof. Martins Emeje at the NNMDA equipments in the Laboratory Complex, Lagos.
Laboratory Complex Reception, Lagos.
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Figure 5: Tour of the NNMDA Library by Prof. Martins Emeje as ~ Figure 6: Prof. Martins Emeje asking questions in the Library
the Head of Library (Mrs. Janet Ukoha) explains certain
issues about the Library.

1.1. Meeting with NNMDA Staff

Prof. Martins Emeje, after the tour of NNMDA Facilities at the NNMDA Laboratory Headquarters, Lagos,
held a meeting with all the Staff of the Agency to know individuals; and few days later held meetings with
the Unions Leaders (Academic Staff Union of Research Institutes, ASURI; Senior Staff Association of
Universities, Teaching Hospitals, Research and Allied Institutions, SSAUTHRALI; and Non-Academic
Staff Union, NASU); and the Laboratory Staff (Researchers and Technologist). He also appreciated the
presence of the outsourced Staff (the Cleaners, Gardeners and Security Personnel) of the Agency as part of

his familiarization with the Staff of the Agency. This was to establish amongst others their challenges and
the way forward.

Figure 7: From left: Mr. Adedoyin (Head of Admin), Prof. Figure 8: Showing some of the NNMDA Staff at
Martins Emeje and the immediate past Director General/ the First General Staff Meeting held by Prof. Martins Emeje
Chief Executive, Dr. Sam Oghene Etatuvie at the NNMDA
Staff general meeting.
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Figure 9: Meeting with the three Unions Leaders by the Director General /
Chief Executive, Prof. Martins Emeje.

Figure 10: The Director General/Chief Executive, Prof. Martins Emeje,
meeting with some NNMDA's Laboratory Staff.

Figure 11: The Director General/Chief Executive, Prof. Martins Emeje,
meeting with all NNMDA Research Staff

12



1.2. Presentations by Heads of Departments and Units

Few days after his resumption at NNMDA Laboratory Headquarters, Lagos; between 22" and 24" of May,
2023, the Director General / Chief Executive Officer, Prof. Martins Emeje, directed that all Heads of
Departments and Units should make presentations on the Achievements, Challenges and Future Plans for
their Departments and Units, This was carried out while the DG/CEO asked questions and made input.

i
Figure 13: Presentation by the Head, the Department
of Bio-Resources and Documentation, Nigeria Natural
Medicine Development Agency (NNMDA) to the Director
General/Chief Executive, Prof. Martins Emeje.

Figure 12: Presentation by the Head, Administration Department

(Now Human Resource Management), Nigeria Natural Medicine
Development Agency (NNMDA) to the Director General
/Chief Executive, Prof. Martins Emeje.

Figure 14: Presentation by the Head, the Department of ~ Figure 15: Presentation by the Rector, the Nigeria College
Library/ICT, Nigeria Natural Medicine Development ~ of Natural Medicine Technology (NICONMTECH) to the
Agency (NNMDA) to the Director General/Chief Executive,  Director General/Chief Executive, Prof. Martins Emeje
Prof. Martins Emeje.

Figure 16: Presentation by the Head, the Department
of Research Policy, Innovation and Planning (RPIP),
Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency
(NNMDA) to the Director General/Chief Executive,
Prof. Martins Emeje.
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1.3. Visit to Gberigbe Research Farm, Ikorodu, Lagos.

The Director General/Chief Executive Officer of NNMDA, Prof. Martins Emeje, after the facility tour
at the NNMDA Laboratory Headquarters also visited the NNMDA Centre for Entomological and
Toxicological Research located at Gberigbe, Tkorodu Lagos to inspect the equipment and other facilities
present at the centre.

’

Figure 17: The Director General/Chief Executive Officer, Prof. Martins Emeje visit to
NNMDA Centre for Entomological and Toxicological Research at
Gberigbe, Ikorodu, Lagos.
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Staff of the Director General/Chief Executive Officer, Lagos Office
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CHAPTER TWO

NNMDA ADVOCACY AND PUBLICITY TOWARDS
PROMOTION OF NIGERIA INDIGENOUS
TRADITIONAL MEDICINE AND ITS PRACTICE

FROM MAY 2023 TO MAY 2025
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2.0 ADVOCACY AND PUBLICITY

In accordance with the NNMDA Establishment Act No 25 0of 2019; section *“6h”; which states that “NNMDA
shall Research, Collate, Document and Disseminate all Published and Unpublished Research Works and
Findings on all aspects of Traditional Medicines, Products and Practices including Medicinal, Aromatic and
Pesticidal Plants, Indigenous Health and Technologies™ as well as section “6m”, of the Establishment Act No
25" of 2019; which states that “NNMDA shall demystify and increase Public Awareness and Interest in the
Development, Promotion and Rotational Utilization of appropriate Natural Medicines, Products and
Services”, emphasizes that advocacy and publicity towards promotion of the Nigeria indigenous traditional
medicines and its practices is one of the paramount functions of the Agency.

Before May, 2023, awareness of NNMDA activities, functions and mandates on indigenous knowledge of
Traditional Medicine as well as its practices was on the very low side. Beyond participations in the annual
Science &Technology (S&T) Expo, (Now Innovation, Science and Technology EXPO); World AIDS Day and
African Traditional Medicine Day in 2001/2002; there were hardly any electronic or print media interviews by
the erstwhile DG/CEs. All these issues changed during the tenure of Prof. Martins Emeje from May, 2023 to
May, 2025

Between May 2023 and May 2025, NNMDA has witnessed massive advocacy, publicity and promotion of the
Nigeria Indigenous /Traditional Medicine in term of interviews on both print and electronic media, community
engagements with the stakeholders in Traditional Medicine Development and its Practices, launching of novel
medicinal herbal drugs, highly publicized electronic (TV, etc.) and print (Newspapers, etc.) media celebration
of African Traditional Medicine Day, Innovation, Science and Technology Expo (IS&T EXPO) and other
International Days (Yoga, etc.). All these has actually brought the NNMDA into very great limelight and
created more awareness on his Activities, Functions and Mandates

2.0.1 RADIO, TELEVISIONAND PRINT MEDIAINTERVIEWS

So many interviews were granted by the Director General/Chief Executive Officer, Prof. Martins Emeje, to
actually intensify efforts in the development of our Indigenous /Traditional Medicine and accept it as a solution
to diseases affecting the people of the Nigeria Communities. The interviews were also granted to create public
awareness on the Activities, Roles and Contributions of NNMDA towards the Development and Acceptance of
the Nigeria Indigenous /Traditional Medicine and its Practices by the Nigerian Populace. These Interviews
were published in Twenty three (23) Daily Newspapers (the Print Media), Ten (10) Television Station as well as
Six (6) Radio Station; and has reduced the negative mindset of the people towards Traditional Medicine;
moving them away from “colonial mentality” to “decolonization mentality”. Between June 22", 2023 and 13"
May, 2025, the Director General / Chief Executive Officer, Prof. Martins Emeje; granted and attended Nine (9)
Radio Interviews, Twenty Six (26) Television Interviews and Sixty Three (63) Print Media Interviews.
Consequently, the interviews has brought about positive changes and great impact on NNMDA with the
visiting of WHO IS WHO in Nigeria to the Agency to Partner and assist the Agency in its Research and
Development Activities and efforts to develop Safe and Effective Herbal Medicinal Products against several
ailments in Nigeria. Below are excerpts of the interviews granted and attended by the Director General/Chief
Executive, Prof. Martins Emeje.
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NTA 2, Abuja: (HEALTH OPTION)
Date:4/09/2023
Focus:MAXIMISING NIGERIA NATURAL MEDICINE POTENTIAL

ASO NEWS: TV/RADIO
Date: 13/02/2024
Focus: NNMDA SEEKS HERBAL REMEDIES FOR NATIONAL HEALTH SECURITY THROUGH
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.

AIT, Lagos:
Date: 8/03/2024
Focus: DG & MINISTER INTERVIEWS DURING MINISTER'S VISIT TO THE AGENCY IN
LAGOS: TINUBU TO LAUCH 11 PRODUCTS IN OCTOBER, 2024
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SOUQ PULSE:  Date: 20/03/2024
Focus: INDIGENOUS AFRICA MEDICINE: DEVELOPING
AND BUILDING TRUST: HOW FAR, HOW WELL?

F +
NTA 2, Abuja:  Date: 13/02/2024
Focus: NNMDA Advocates for Herbal Medicines
Development in Nigeria through Community
Engagement

NTA 2, Abuja:  Date: 25/03/2024
Focus: THE PLACE OF INDIGENOUS MEDICINE IN TV: SOUQ: DATE: 4/7/2024
HEALTHCARE DELIVERY SYSTEM Focus: PROF, MARTINS EMEJE, DG NNMDA,

DISCUSSED TRADITIONAL MEDICINE, HEALTHCARE
ACCESS IN RURAL AREAS.

Prol. Marting Emeje
‘..l L@_lll. N T, DO S0 e S
-

NTA2 (ON THE SPOT) DATE: 03/08/2024
Focus: SPEAKING ON THE IMPACT OF HERBAL MEDICINE
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Professor Martins EMEJ

AIT: DATE: 16/08/2024 ASO News:  DATE: 22/08/2024
Focus: INNOVATIONS IN NATURAL MEDICINE AND Focus: SPEAKING ON THE IMPACT OF HERBAL
MARKET POTENTIALS MEDICINE

TOPC POTENTIAL OF MATURAL MEDCINE FOR SOCKO- ECOMOMIC DEVELOPEMENT

NTA (HEALTH OPTION)
DATE:02/09/2024
Focus:POTENTIAL OF NATURAL MEDICINE FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

REPORTED BY RADIO NIGERIA _

Prof. Martins Emeje Advocates for
Traditional Medicine at ATM Day 2...

RADIO NIGERIA
Date: 04/09/2024
FOCUS: PROF. MARTINS EMEJE ADVOCATES FOR TRADITIONAL MEDICINE AT
ATM DAY NATIONAL DIALOGUE.
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ARISE: DATE: 28/09/2024

Focus: THE NARRATIVE THAT NATURAL MEDICINE NTA: DATE: 01/10/2024
IS ALTERNATIVE TO WESTERN MEDICINE Focus: RESHAPING DEMOCRACY
IS COLONIALISM

the largest component of traditional | Health Organization has declared
5 medicine okay traditional medicine is glieas a we we two days ago is

Ln247: DATE: 24/10/2024
FOCUS: ORTHODOXY VS TRADITIONAL MEDICINE: EXAMINING: EFFICACY AND EFFICIENCY

PROF, MARTING EMEJE
DEUTED MIGERIA NATURAL MEDICINE DEV

IDEATV: DATE: 2/12/2024
FOCUS: DOCUMENTARY ON NNMDA'S
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES.
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NTA: DATE: 13/12/2024
FOCUS: ACCESS TO QUALITY HEALTHCARE IN NIGERIA ON THE OCCASION OF
UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE DAY.

Interview with DG, NNMDA

Premius Times (Youtube) Date: March, 2025,
Focus: WHY NIGERIA TRADITIONAL MEDICINE IS NOT ADVANCING

For more visit aitJive

FROF WA TS [WEE Dwerty Gerers Mageesd atursl ieiome Deveopmees

Nigeria can become net exporter of Natural Medicines - FG agency

Ln247: Date: 16" April, 2025.
Focus: HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE ON AIT Lagos:  DATE: 19™ APRIL, 2025
LEGISLATIVE COMPLIANCE VISIT TO NNMDA FOCUS: NIGERIA CAN BECOME NET EXPORTER OF
NATURAL MEDICINE
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TOP TALK WITH PROF. MARTINS EMEJE

KAFTAN TV: DATE: 9/05/20225
FOCUS:

ARISE Prof. MARTINS EMEJE

JONE Profesor of Nano Medicing

1
ARISETV: DATE: 5/5/2025
FOCUS: MALARIA: NIGERIA TO PRIORITISE LOCAL
INITIATIVE IN PREVENTION AND TREATMENT.
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Global herbal medicine to worth $356bn by 2030
By Chukwuma Muanya
22 June 2023 3:09 am

Prof. Martins Emeje

Nigeria has 10,000 plant species but less than 20% have
been utilised

Herbal medicines effective as metformin for blood sugar
control in type 2 diabetes

~ Tinubu to launch NNMDA's malaria, diabetes, BP, ED,
arthritis drugs before July 2024

Agency gets approval to run College of Natural Medicine,
assembled world-class teachers

NIPRD transferred market authorisation, technology of
worldwide-accepted

herbal sickle cell drug, NIPRISAN/NICOSAN to May & Baker as NICLOVIX

Nigeria will have comprehensive electronic database of TMPs with their services/products in four
years Prof. Martins Emeje, is a pharmacist and Director General, Nigerian Natural Medicine
Development Agency (NNMDA). Until his appointment as DG of NNMDA, Emeje was the pioneer
Vice-Chancellor of the European University of Nigeria, Abuja. Emeje is also a distinguished
professor of Drug Delivery and Nanomedicine at the National Institute for Pharmaceutical
Research and Development (NIPRD) Abuja. Emeje in this interview with The Guardian talks
about plans to commercialise herbal 'cures' for chronic diseases and boost foreign exchange
earnings of the country through exports, among other things. CHUKWUMA MUANYA writes.

As one of the developers of Niprisan/Nicosan, how far with first the world-accepted herbal drug
for sickle cell? NIPRISAN is the flagship product of NIPRD, and I'm glad to be associated with it. In
fact, I signed as the witness to the DG NIPRD during the license to May & Baker, and I was
responsible for transferring the technology to the company. The product is now in the market as
NICLOVIX; May & Baker has the market authorisation.

While one is proud of that drug, Nigeria has about 10,000 plant species and arable land of over two
million hectares, yet less than 20 per cent of the plants have been utilised. Imagine how many
indigenous medicines we can develop from this untapped plant biodiversity. In the next 12 months,
we will be inviting the president to NNMDA to launch our malaria, diabetes, hypertension, erectile
dysfunction, arthritis drugs. The time to end this inferiority complex has come.

Does NNMDA have any herbal drug for sickle cell? Yes! We have five different products for the
management of sickle cell. In fact within five weeks of assuming work here, | and my team engaged a
couple of pharmaceutical companies on how best to commercialise our products. In fact, the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of Evans Baroque visited us and was so impressed with the way my
colleagues were working and he immediately donated a state-of-the-art sporting facility to encourage
relaxation of my staffafter the day's work.

Natural medicine has been described as the future of medicine. As a pharmacist, what is your
take on this? I totally agree; first, medicine started with nature, it was man's unwholesome attitude to
nature that destroyed nature, and we went to chemical drugs. Be that as it may, over 20 per cent of
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June 22, 2023 by Adekunle Yusuf

NNMDA boss promises to revamp herbal medicine development, patronage

The newly-appointed Director-General and Chief Executive Officer of the Nigeria Natural
Medicine Development Agency (NNMDA), Prof Martins Emeje, has vowed to use his
accumulated wealth of experience and several years of acquired expertise in drug research and
manufacturing to reposition herbal medicine research, development and patronage with a view to
integrating traditional medicines into overall healthcare delivery system in the country.

Emeje, who was the head of Ultra-Modern Biology/Chemistry Laboratory in the National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Research and Development (NIPRD) before joining NNMDA as D-G in May, made
the promise when Pharm Onyeka Onyeibor, Managing Director of Evans Baroque Limited, a leading
pharmaceutical healthcare company with global partnerships and a vast presence in West Africa, paid
acourtesy visit to the agency's head office last Friday in Lagos.

A distinguished professor of Drug Delivery and Nanomedicine, Emeje said he came into office fully
prepared with a ready roadmap and action plan to help Nigeria reposition the traditional medicine sub-
sector. After itemising achievements and breakthroughs NNMDA has recorded so far in herbal
medicine research and development, Emeje said research findings recognised by the World Health
Organisation have showed that nothing less than 70 per cent of people in the developing world rely on
herbal medicines for their overall wellness. He added that, since millions of Nigerians depend on
natural medicines because of affordability, availability, insufficiency of orthodox medicine, and
religious/cultural beliefs, it means that herbal medicine market is a goldmine waiting to be tapped in
order to improve people's quality of life and boost the nation's economy to the boot. The NNMDA boss
listed products such as Amarus Herbal Tea for prevention and management of malaria, herbal
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formulated as an insecticide and air freshener, as well as Ocimum Herbal Tea for management of
diabetes, among others, produced by the agency for public consumption.

In his slide presentation witnessed by Evans Baroque Limited team as well as the agency staff and
management, the NNMDA boss said he applied for the job because he passionately believes that the
traditional medicine subsector holds the master key to the much-desired future of Nigeria's
healthcare delivery and economic greatness. While analysing the opportunities inherent in the sector,
Prof Emeje noted that natural medicine, with its associated bio-resources, is a strategic sector that can
be used as a tool for the overall development of the country, starting from the natural improvement of
health, simulation of small and medium scale agro-business, small scale product industries in health,
raw materials and a feedstock to the global knowledge economy in research and product
development.

In his response, Onyeibor tasked the agency to work on some of the challenges impeding the
development of the sector so that resources such as traditional medicine knowledge products and
technology can be transformed into innovative and commercialisable products for the prevention of
diseases and benefit of Nigerians. He also promised to collaborate with the agency in the area of
product research funding and training, among other possible partnerships.

Also, NNMDA, in another meeting with the United States Pharmacopoeia (USP), the agency scored
the bull's eye. The meeting ended with the USP agreeing to partner the agency in the development of
dietary supplements using indigenous medicinal plants resources like Moringa and others; while
NNMDA is to coordinate the development of phyto-pharmacopoeia in Africa as the agency plans to
expand its ISO 17025 accreditation to cover more scope — all aided by the USP team, which vows to
support the aforementioned plans and give all necessary guidance in achieving success. In another
strategic engagement meeting with Aberdeen Commercial, the agency has secured a promise, which
involves Aberdeen to develop standard operational roadmaps covering short, medium and long term
goals, and also carry out intensive in-house training for all NNMDA staff on standard operation.

The new NNMDA boss obtained his BPharm (with distinction) from Ahmadu Bello University, and
MPharm and Ph.D. from the University of Nigeria (UNN), where he received the best Ph.D. award
and was enlisted as UNN's “Face of Research.” He established the first Nanomedicine centre in
Nigeria and was the pioneer head of the intellectual property and technology transfer as well as the
WIPO's technology innovation and support centre (TISC). The D-G, who has published more than
150 articles and patents, is also the Head of R&D at NIPRD; he holds a visiting professor position at
Nnamdi Azikiwe University.

The Nation Newspaper Ltd. All rights reserved - 2024.
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TM Day: Nigeria's Challenge not Integration, but Funds' Misappropriation- Emeje
By Temitope Obayendo
31/08/2023

-Savs N350M can Transform Herbal Plant into Phytomedicine

The Director General, Nigerian Natural Medicine Development
Agency (NNMDA) Prof. Martins Emeje has identified financial
misappropriation as the major challenge hindering the
development of most medicinal plants into finished herbal
medicines in the country.

The NNMDA DG, who acknowledged the issue was not lack of
funding but financial misappropriation, decried the huge portion
of the allocated funds to the agency that was expected to be given
out to contractors, with an erroneous belief that research is a
contract project.

Prof. Emeje, spoke with Pharmanewsonline in an exclusive interview on the occasion of the African
Traditional Medicines (ATM) Day. The erudite researcher wonders how the development of natural
medicines can thrive in the country, when his agency is expected to dispense 50 per cent of the paltry
allocation of N300M in 2023 to contractors.

He disclosed further that the funding appropriation process is fraught with dubious attitudes and
until practitioners free themselves from such notoriously freaky method of allocating resources,
there will continuous agencies' underperformance.

The NNMDA boss said “My agency is the only research institution with the national mandate of
conducting research and developing indigenous medicines. We were allocated a paltry N300M, but
my problem is not even the N300M, but the fact that, almost N150M of this money will not be used
for research at the agency, rather, contractors get the money, because, the law says that, research is a
capital project, it goes to people as contract; who does that? How can we grow like that?

“I believe you are expecting me to say funding right? Unfortunately, I do not belong to that group of
scientists that see funding as the challenge; yes, the allocated funds are never enough, but that's not
peculiar to Nigeria.

“Our own problem is the application of the little funds available. It is fraught with dubious attitudes,
and until we free ourselves from such notoriously freaky method of allocating resources, we will
continue to have agencies underperforming. My agency is the only research institution with the
national mandate of conducting research and developing on indigenous medicines, we are expected
to go round the entire 774 LGAs to cultivate, preserve, conserve, research, develop, document,
collate, produce and promote everything indigenous, whether plants, animals, or minerals, anything
and everything natural.

“Yet, in 2023, we were allocated a paltry N300M, but my problem is not even the 300M, but the fact
that, almost N150M of this money will not be used for research at the agency, rather, contractors get
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TM Day: Nigeria's Challenge not Integration, but Funds' Misappropriation- Emeje
By Temitope Obayendo
31/08/2023

-Says N350M can Transform Herbal Plant into Phytomedicine

The Director General, Nigerian Natural Medicine Development Agency (NNMDA) Prof. Martins Emeje has
identified financial misappropriation as the major challenge hindering the development of most medicinal
plants into finished herbal medicines in the country.

The NNMDA DG, who acknowledged the issue was not lack of funding but financial misappropriation,
decried the huge portion of the allocated funds to the agency that was expected to be given out to contractors,
with an erroneous belief that research is a contract project.

Prof. Emeje, spoke with Pharmanewsonline in an exclusive interview on the occasion of the African
Traditional Medicines (ATM) Day. The erudite researcher wonders how the development of natural
medicines can thrive in the country, when his agency is expected to dispense 50 per cent of the paltry
allocation of N300M in 2023 to contractors.

He disclosed further that the funding appropriation process is fraught with dubious attitudes and until
practitioners free themselves from such notoriously freaky method of allocating resources, there will
continuous agencies' underperformance.

The NNMDA boss said “My agency is the only research institution with the national mandate of conducting
research and developing indigenous medicines. We were allocated a paltry N300M, but my problem is not
even the N300M, but the fact that, almost N150M of this money will not be used for research at the agency,
rather, contractors get the money, because, the law says that, research is a capital project, it goes to people as
contract; who does that? How can we grow like that?

“I believe you are expecting me to say funding right? Unfortunately, I do not belong to that group of scientists
that see funding as the challenge; yes, the allocated funds are never enough, but that's not peculiar to Nigeria.

“Our own problem is the application of the little funds available. It is fraught with dubious attitudes, and until
we free ourselves from such notoriously freaky method of allocating resources, we will continue to have
agencies underperforming. My agency is the only research institution with the national mandate of
conducting research and developing on indigenous medicines, we are expected to go round the entire 774
LGAs to cultivate, preserve, conserve, research, develop, document, collate, produce and promote
everything indigenous, whether plants, animals, or minerals, anything and everything natural.

“Yet, in 2023, we were allocated a paltry N300M, but my problem is not even the 300M, but the fact that,
almost N150M of this money will not be used for research at the agency, rather, contractors get the money,
because, the law says that, research is a capital project, it goes to people as contract; who does that? How can
we grow like that?

“I don't even understand why half of my allocation for research should go to any other thing aside research;
unnecessary deductions, contract mark-ups etc; it hurts, demoralizes, frustrates and incapacitates patriotic
researchers like me” he decried.

27



VANGUARD NEWS

September 20, 2023
Declare State of Emergency on indigenous medicine, pharmacists tell Tinubu

By Dickson Omobola

President Bola Tinubu has been urged by stakeholders in the
pharmaceutical sector to extend the State of Emergency declared
on food security to indigenous medicine.

The stakeholders spoke on Tuesday at a three-day pharmaceutical
training themed: “Nigerian Pharmaceutical Manufacturers'
Quality Improvement and Capacity Building (part 2),” which held in Lagos.00/0:00

They said indigenous medicine and agriculture cannot be separated, adding that such proclamation would be
beneficial to the development of the nation's pharmaceutical industry.

The guest speaker, Professor Martins Emeje, who urged pharmacists to domesticate the training that they
acquire in other countries, explained that pre-qualification training and indigenous drug development are
vital to the growth of the sector.

He said: “160 million people in Nigeria don't have access to foreign drugs. According to World Health
Organisation, WHO, about 80 per cent of people in developing countries use traditional and herbal medicine.
In our country, we cannot develop traditional medicine without support from government and the private
sector.

“If we want to develop as a country, we cannot continue to be the market for others. We must create so that
others can be a market for us. When you hear about about medicine security, it means making one's medicine.
If you don't, you are not secured as a country but vulnerable.”

On the need for the President to extend the State of Emergency declared on food security to indigenous
medicine, he said: “Our indigenous medicine and agriculture cannot be separated. Our indigenous medicine
is about our plants, animals and soil, which is agriculture.”

On his part, Executive Officer of Bloom Public Health, Professor Chimezie, who lauded the government for
supporting the training, said manufactures should also do the same.

He said: “The reason for this training is to make sure that people are supported so that they will be able to
produce quality medicines. That way, Nigeria will stand strong. We cannot continue to have Nigeria as a
dumping ground. This is a massive effort and I am happy that the Nigerian government is supporting it.

“The vision is to be the India of Africa. There are over 140 people here to be trained, which shows the hunger.
People want to be trained and want to get to the level of quality manufacturing. We have to learn what we are
doing to be technically strong and confident.

“When we get to that level, we can seek means to expand our medicine by looking at local leads and move
them to the next. We have to get to a level where we have quality manufacturing. While government is
supporting this project, we hope that it continues and we hope that the manufacturers get into the picture.”
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Experts brainstorm indigenous medicines' role in
sustainable health care delivery
By Chukwuma Muanya 06 October 2023 | 3:25 am

Prof. Martins Emeje

The Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency (NNMDA)
is organising a one-day virtual colloquium meant to deal with the
age-long cold debate on the role of traditional, complementary
and integrative medicine in Nigeria's healthcare delivery
system.2

The meeting, scheduled for noon (WAT) November 2, 2023, will
feature three international experts in three major areas of natural medicine: Prof. Atmaram Pawar, a
pharmacist and vice chancellor, will x-ray the role of traditional medicine in one of the world's most
advanced countries in traditional medicine practice; Dr. Willcox, a physician, clinical researcher and lecturer
at Oxford University before moving to Southampton University, who has conducted several clinical trial of
herbal medicines in Europe and Africa, will share his experience, while Jude Nwokike, a Nigerian and
quality of medicines expert, who is deploying his expertise in quality of allopathic medicines around the
globe to promoting quality herbal medicines because of its affordability and accessibility, will provide
practical strategies to doing this in Nigeria.

Director General, NNMDA, Prof. Martins Emeje, said this colloquium therefore, provides opportunity for
genuine lovers of our dear country and its people to engage in dispassionate, and realistic conversation
towards developing sustainable strategies to attaining universal health coverage in Nigeria. “To continue to
depend on imported health products for our health care delivery is to be brain lazy,” he said.

Emeje, who is also a pharmacist, said the objective of this colloquium therefore, is to have a dispassionate
and realistic debate on the role of herbs, medicinal products, skills, practices, beliefs, and experiences
indigenous to Nigeria, whether explicable or not, but currently being used in the maintenance of health as
well as in the prevention, diagnosis, improvement or treatment of physical and mental illness.

“While we 'mouth’ that traditional medicine in Nigeria is not 'international’, the reality is that, majority of our
people depend on this means of healing,” Emeje said.
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Make Nigeria hub for local drug product devt, FG urges practitioners
By Chukwuma Muanya

09 November 2023 4:04 am

Uchenna Nnaji

The Minister of Innovation, Science and Technology, Mr. Uche Nnaji, has
directed the Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency (NNMDA) to make
Nigeria a hub for local drug product development through the actualisation of
capacity building for traditional medicine practitioners (TMPs), and researchers
in the area of patenting, refocusing research and development (R&D) projects.

Others include linking R&D to industry needs, coordinating research, marketing
R&D results, creating technology-based Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) from high-tech start-ups,
and spin-offs or spin-outs, generating entrepreneurialism among researchers in order to diversify the
economy.

Nnaji, who was a special guest at the virtual workshop/one-day virtual colloquium on Traditional
Complementary and Integrative Medicine, hosted by NNMDA, a foremost research institute mandated to
promote and integrate Nigeria's natural medicine into healthcare, echoed the valuable insights into
traditional medicine Nigeria's rich heritage offers. “Integrating it into our modern healthcare system
requires careful consideration, collaboration, and innovation while respecting cultural significance.
Indigenous medicine aligns with our goal of providing holistic healthcare.” he said.

Nnaji, who was represented by the Technical Adviser on Programmes, Prof. Nnanyelugo Ike-Muonso, said
to tap into the potential of indigenous medicines, “we need collaboration, training, and regulation of
traditional healers. I'm committed to fostering innovation that bridges traditional wisdom and modern
medicine through resgearch for development. .”

He said indigenous medicines have been recognised by the World Health Assembly and World Health
Organisation (WHO), and it is time for Nigeria to prioritise their development.

Nnaji said the potential for indigenous medicines in Nigeria is vast, considering the country's large
population and growing economy. He, however, said challenges like lack of government patronage,
infrastructure, and research coordination must be addressed.

The Minister said partnerships between research institutions and industry are critical for harnessing the full
potential of scientific discoveries. “We need to improve productivity and commercialize research results.

“Indigenous medicines complement modern medicine, and together, we can build a sustainable healthcare
system deeply rooted in our culture. Let's work collaboratively to advance our healthcare system and bridge
the gap between discovery and commercialization,” he said.

Director-General/ Chief Executive Officer, NNMDA, Prof. Martins Emeje, who spoke on 'The Role of
Indigenous Medicines in Sustainable Healthcare Delivery System in Nigeria', said NNMDA has the
mandate to research, develop, collate, document, preserve, conserve and promote the nation's indigenous
(traditional) healthcare systems, medication and non- medication healing arts, sciences and technologies
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and assist facilitate its integration into the national healthcare delivery system, as well as contribute to
the nation's wealth and job creation, socio-economic growth and development efforts.

Emeje said NNMDA also has a College of Natural Medicine, accredited by the National Board for
Technical Education for the award of Diploma certificates in Natural Medicine.

The pharmacist said indigenous medicines, which here refers to traditional, herbal, nutraceutical,
functional foods, phytomedicine, or traditional complementary and alternative medicines, have played a
significant role in healthcare systems worldwide for centuries. He said, in the context of Nigeria, these
ancient therapeutic practices hold a wealth of knowledge and potential to contribute to a sustainable
healthcare delivery system.

Emeje said the objective of this colloquium, is to have a dispassionate and realistic debate on the role of
herbs, medicinal products, skills, practices, beliefs, and experiences indigenous to Nigeria, whether
explicable or not, but currently being used in the maintenance of health as well as in the prevention,
diagnosis, improvement or treatment of physical and mental illness. “This event is open to scientists,
students, educators, government functionaries, policy makers, industry stakeholders, health workers,
traditional medical practitioners, intellectual property and technology transfer scholars and players, law
officers, law enforcement agencies, the judiciary, lawyers, legislators, politicians, and the public,” he
said.

Emeje said the knowledge gained and decisions reached at this meeting will form the basis for policy
framework and project implementation by the responsible public and private organisations towards
facilitating universal health coverage in Nigeria. “While we 'mouth’ that traditional medicine in Nigeria
is not 'international’, the reality is that, majority of our people depend on this means of healing,” he said.

Emeje drew attention of participants to key areas indigenous medicines stand out and will contribute to
the Nigerian healthcare system, socio-economic development and medicine security.

These, he said, include: preservation of cultural heritage; access to affordable healthcare; holistic
healthcare approach; biodiversity conservation; scientific validation; regulation and standardisation;
and education and awareness.

The pharmacist said indigenous medicines have a pivotal role in achieving a sustainable healthcare
delivery system in Nigeria and their preservation, accessibility, holistic approach, contribution to
biodiversity conservation, adaptive scientific validation and regulation, and public education are
essential elements for their integration into the healthcare system.

“As we move forward, it is imperative that we recognise and harness the potential of indigenous
medicines, working in tandem with imported medicine to provide comprehensive and sustainable
healthcare solutions for all Nigerians. Let us embrace our heritage and utilise our indigenous
knowledge to build a stronger, more inclusive healthcare system that benefits our nation,” Emeje
said.
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Report: High Cost of Drugs, Medicals Increasing Mortality Rate
By Chioma Umeha on Jan 20, 2024

The cost of drugs and healthcare is skyrocketing,

\ and experts are asking for a national state of
emergency over the availability of crucial medicines.
If action is not taken quickly, many Nigerian
hospitals may become mortuaries. CHIOMA
UMEHA discusses how to make things better.

.‘ The spiraling cost of medicines, according to experts
worsened with the exit of big drug makers in the

country, including the impact of high forex and raw materials. For instance, Sanofi-Aventis Nigeria Ltd left

in November 2023. The Nigerian arm of the multinational pharmaceutical company Sanofi Aventis in a
similar fashion to GSK and P&G announced they are ceasing operations in Nigeria and pivoting into a

third-party distribution business model in a letter sent to its partner earlier the same year.

Not even President Bola Tinubu's prompt action on Universal Healthcare Coverage (UHC) Day of last
year, when he unveiled a blueprint for providing all Nigerians with inexpensive and accessible healthcare,

has helped to improve the situation.

Mrs. Abigail Useni bemoaned, saying, “The average Nigerian cannot afford the cost of drugs, especially
anti-malarial and antibiotic drugs. I asked my son to buy the anti-malaria medication Lonart (DS) recently.
I was shocked to learn that I had to pay about N5, 000 for a sachet of Lonart (DS) and Amoxil by Beecham
at the pharmacy. Until I went to the pharmacy to authenticate the price, I did not believe it. Until today, you
could easily purchase the two medications for N2, 000. It's a sad scenario. How much money will I have left

overafter paying a total of N5, 000 for antibiotics and anti-malarial medications?”

The Nigeria Natural Medicine Development Agency's (NNMDA) Director General and Chief Executive,
Professor Martins Emeje, blames the nation's reliance on imports for its increasing drug prices. He
contends that Nigeria's reliance on foreign pharmaceuticals is an indication of carelessness. Prof. Emeje
expressed dismay at the situation, claiming it is reckless not to apply the lessons the nation gained from
COVID-19.

“The prices of anything you don't produce cannot be under your control, we don't produce the drugs you are
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